
LONE STAR HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the May 18, 2012 Meeting 

 

On Friday May 18, 2012 at 10:00 AM, members of the Lone Star Harbor Safety Committee (LSHSC) 
gathered for the Committee’s second meeting.  The meeting was held at the Houston Pilot’s Office, 
located at 203 Deerwood Glen Dr. Deer Park, TX 77536. The published agenda is included: enclosure (1). 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Committee Chairman (Chair), Mr. Tom Marian, performed Roll Call. 25 Members of the Board were 
present; a satisfactory Quorum was established. 

 

OPENING REMARKS BY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

Chair greets the board and opens the floor to the Captain of the Port, CAPT Jim Whitehead, for 
acknowledgements. Members of HOGANSAC were recognized for their efforts and contributions to the 
industry; each was presented with a Certificate of Merit.  

Chair acknowledges Mr. Steve Nerheim, for his efforts in Texas City.  

Chair extended farewell remarks for CDR Mike Zidik, and introduced his successor as USCG Chief of 
Waterways Management Division, LCDR Xochitl Castañeda to the Committee. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

The Executive Committee Members designated their selected Alternates for their respective committee 
positions.  Those without a designee will notify the Chair and Executive Secretary, Mr. Kristofer 
Schröder, once they have selected one.  Secretary is to compile and maintain the list. 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

Respective Chairs of the Subcommittees submitted their reports to the Committee. 

1. Waterways Utilization – Mr. Jim Andrews 



Reviewed points and attendance from previous meeting on April 20, 2012. The Subcommittee 
reviewed Low Sulphur Fuel, Anchorage, Lay berths, and Certificate-of-Compliance issues. 
Introduced the subcommittee’s working groups.  

2. Navigation Operations – Mr. David Foret 

Reviewed points and attendance from previous meeting on May 1, 2012.  The Subcommittee 
approved its Mission Statement and short-term goals, and established various working groups. 
Reviewed discussions about Brown Water University, concerns about a railroad bridge opening 
in the Galveston area, USCG AIS requirements, and attempted to identify policies in place for 
stevedores and container terminals with regard to bunkering. 

3. Dredging & Marine Construction – Mr. Mark Coyle 

Subcommittee will hold their first meeting in conjunction with/immediately following the 
Navigation Operations meeting on June 5, 2012. 

4. Training and Outreach – Ms. Tammy Lobaugh 

Reviewed points and attendance from previous meeting on April 24, 2012. The subcommittee 
identified its mission scope and discussed issues concerning those areas, with focus on 
addressing training of current industry members, training of future industry generations, and 
aiding the LSHSC in broadcasting its missions and presence. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Other reports and updates were submitted, and topics were opened for discussion by the Committee. 

1. Chair opened the floor to discussion regarding AIS and USCG requirements. Concerns revolve 
around vessel bridge personnel being required to continuously update AIS information and the 
possibility of being over-tasked. This ultimately could become a distraction to safe navigation.  

Mr. Bob Lain motions for LSHSC to draft correspondence outlining these concerns and to 
provide them to the USCG. After discussion, the motion is amended for LSHSC to produce such a 
letter, and provide it to the Captain of the Port for comment before ultimately sending it to 
USCG Head Quarters. Motion passed unanimously. Chair will draft this letter and provide it to 
the Board and the Nav. Ops. Subcommittee. 

2. Chair opened the floor to discussion regarding Brown Water University. Ms. Tava Foret explains 
to the Board the costs and benefits of using the Seaman’s Church simulator for BWU purposes. 
The simulator may cost as much as $1500/Day; the board considered ways of helping BWU 
manage costs.  

 



Captain Robert Thompson motions for LSHSC and the Nav. Ops. Subcommittee endorse and 
support a 3-day BWU course. Discussion is raised about difficulty in scheduling 3 consecutive 
simulator days. Ms. Foret suggests a course include 1-day for the simulator. Motion is amended 
for the LSHSC to sanction the Nav. Ops. Subcommittee pursuing a BWU course under the 
discussed parameters. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
3. Chair recognized Mr. Steve Nerheim for the State of the Waterways Report. After the report, 

Mr. Nerheim discusses the purpose of the Port Coordination Team (PCT) as well as its and the 
Vessel Traffic Service’s (VTS) impact on the members of the industry. 

 
4. Chair recognized Ms. Tricia Campbell, Army Corps of Engineers – Galveston, for Dredging 

Updates. Ms. Campell discusses recently completed, ongoing, and upcoming Houston Ship 
Channel projects, including future dredging in the Bayport Area. 

Discussion is raised concerning the publication of accurate drafts, and previous misreporting of 
working depths in the Bayport area, and the possibility of LSHSC involvement. 

Captain Marcus Woodring and Mr. David Casebeer, Port of Houston Authority (POHA), discuss 
the dredging project in the Bayport Channel, and request the committee’s support for the issue. 
Project details and drafted letters of support have been made available on a POHA website. Mr. 
Thomas Sulkowski motions to have LSHSC endorse the Bayport Dredging project as a safety 
issue, and to draft a letter to the Army Corps of Engineers. Motion passed unanimously. Chair 
will send a draft letter to the board for approval. 

5. Chair recognized the Captain of the Port, for remarks on effects of EPA regulations. As of August 
1, 2012, an Emissions Control Area goes into effect within 200 nm of the US limiting vessel 
sulphur emissions to 1% or less. Only Houston and New Orleans are expected to have 
conforming fuel available; this will therefor impact the Houston Ship Channel. 

Mr. Warner Welch, VTS, notes there may be an increase in engine problems in the channel due 
to the switching of fuels, which could impact navigation safety. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Annual Joint HSC Conference is to be held in Pittsburgh, PA from August 28 to August 30, 2012. 

The Propeller Club will host a luncheon for National Maritime Day, where they will recognize the 
“Maritime Person of the Year”. The Galveston Seafarer Center will also be holding a Maritime Day event. 

  

 



NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the full Committee will be held at MSU Texas City on August 10, 2012.  The meeting 
will begin at 10:00 AM.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Submitted:  KRISTOFER SCHRÖDER 

  Executive Secretary 

 

 

 

 Certified:  TOM MARIAN 

  Committee Chairman 

 

Enclosures:  (1) LSHSC – Published Agenda – May 18, 2012 

 (2) Navigation Operations Subcommittee – Minutes – May 1, 2012 

 (3) Training and Outreach Subcommittee – Minutes – April 24, 2012 

 (4) Waterways Utilization Subcommittee – Minutes – April 20, 2012 

 (5) LSHSC – Published Agenda – Feb 18, 2012 

 (6) LSHSC – Minutes – Feb 18, 2012 
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